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Still  in  thy  right  hand  carry  gentle  Peace.  —  [Shakespeare. 

One  murder  makes  a  villain  ; 

.Millions  a  hero.  Princes  were  privileged 
To  kill,  and  numbers  sanctified  the  crime, 

[Porteus. 

Take  away  the  sword  ;  States  can  be  saved  without  it ! 

[Edward  Bulwer  Lytton. 

There  never  was  a  good  war  or  a  bad  peaee-[Benj’n  Franklin . 

War  is  entirely  inefficient  towards  redressing  wrong. 

War  multiplies  instead  of  indemnifying  losses. 

[Thomas  Jefferson. 

I  hold  war  the  greatest  of  human  crimes.-[Lord  Brougham. 

War  suspends  every  idea  of  justice  and  humanity. 

[M.  Wecker. 

War, — A  damnable  profession — a  trade  of  barbarians. 

[Charles  Sumner. 
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TH  E  PRESENT  AND  THE  FUTURE. 


Shall  strife  and  war  forever  reign, 

And  God’s  fair  earth  be  stained 
With  life-blood  of  the  robust  youths 
To  deeds  of  slaughter  trained  r 

And  vengeful  passion  fire  the  soul, 

Where  God’s  pure  love  should  dwell, 
And  earth  outdo  in  sin  and  shame, 

The  clergy’s  fabled  hell  ? 

And  cripples  hobble  o’er  the  earth, 

Aided  by  crutch  or  cane, 

And  all  the  skies  seem  clothed  in  black, 
Mourning  the  early  slain  ? 

And  pauper  houses  e’er  be  crammed, 

With  victims  made  by  war, 

And  crimes  that  follow  in  its  train. 

Which  all  the  pure  abhor  P 

And  courts  and  prisons  still  remain, 

To  crush  the  erring  soul, 

That  should  be  washed  at  Wisdom’s  fount 
And  by  our  Love  made  whole  ? 

And  man  defraud  his  fellow  man, 

In  hoarding  filthy  pelf, 

And  strong  ones  crush  the  poor  and  weak 
In  guilty  greed  for  self? 

And  temples  rear  blasphemous  spires, 

In  mockery  to  the  skies, 

And  heartless  words  he  mumbled  o’er, 
Where  living  praise  should  rise? 

And  godless  priests,  all  fat  and  sleek, 
Stalk  o’er  the  sin  cursed  land, 
Proclaiming  War  instead  of  Peace, 

A  worthless,  locust  hand  ? 

And  debts  by  millions  multiplied, 

Poor  toilers  to  enslave, 

And  change,  by  force,  the  honest  few, 

To  murd’rer,  thief  or  knave  ? 

Great  villians  sit  in  choicest  pews, 
Who’ve  bought  the  church  with  gold, 
And  gamblers,  shy  locks,  jugglers,  too, 

Are  pillars  of  the  fold! 
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At  an  informal  Conference  held  in  Boston,  December  12, 
1865,  Joshua  P.  Blanchard  presiding,  assisted  by  Hon.  Amasa 
Walker,  it  was  resolved  to  issue  a  call  for  a  Peace  Convention 
•to  be  held  in  Boston  on  the  14th  of  March,  1866.  Pursuant  to 
which  on  the  21st  of  January  the  following  call  was  publish¬ 
ed  throughout  the  country  : 

“  TO  ALL  PERSONS  reached  by  this  Greeting — who  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  universal  Brotherhood  of  Man— who  acknowledge 
the  supremacy  of  the  divine  Law  of  Love  to  God  and  Love  to 
Man — who  abhor  War  and  all  resorts  to  Deadly  Force  be¬ 
tween  human  beings — who  honor  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Prince 
of  Peace — and  who  are  willing  by  all  the  consistent  means  of 
self-sacrifice  and  moral  suasion,  to  labor  for  the  promotion  of 
perfect  Peace  among  mankind  throughout  the  world: 

You  are  hereby  earnestly  invited,  irrespective  of  sex.  color, 
creed,  nationality,  or  residence,  to  assemble  at  the  Meionion, 
{Tremont  Temple)  in  Boston,  Mass.,  on  Wednesday,  the  14th 
day  of  March  next,  at  10  o’  clock  a.  m.,  in  order  to  hold  a  Con¬ 
vention  of  at  least  two  days’  continuance — in  which  to  ex¬ 
change  fraternal  expressions  of  sentiment — to  consider  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  behalf  of  the  Peace  Cause- — and,  if  prac¬ 
ticable,  to  organize  anew,  uncompromising,  vigorous  and  well 
ordered  Movement  against  the  War  System,  on  the  basis  of 
Total  Abstinence  from  all  resorts  to  Deadly  Force  among  man¬ 
kind,  between  individuals,  families,  communities,  states  and 
nations.  Important  propositions  will  be  laid  before  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  doubtless  able  speakers  participate  in  its  discuss¬ 
ions.  Conductors  of  the  press,  pulpit,  and  all  other  organs  of 
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puUic  intelligence,  are  respectfully  requested  to  aid  in  giving- 
publicity  to.  this  Call.” 


Signed,  Ad  in  Ballou, 

Ezra  II.  Ileywood, 
Joshua  P.  Blanchard, 
Ly sander  S.  Richards, 
Alfred  H.  Lore, 

Tins  was  endorsed  by — 

Judge  A.  G.  W.  Carter! 

Abby  K.  Foster, 

A.  h.  Child,  M.  D., 

Rev.  J.  G.  Fish, 

Thomas  Haskell. 

Henry  C.  Wright, 

Geo.  S.  C.  Dow, 

I).  M.  Allen, 

Elizabeth  B.  Chase, 

Stephen  S.  Foster, 

Alanzo  Phelps, 

Lueretia  Mott, 

John  Roper,. 

Ih  B.  Morey, 

L.  K.  Joslin, 

Bryan  J.  Butts, 

R.  FI.  Oher, 

Lucy  H.  Ballou, 

Anna  T.  Draper, 

S.  Jane  Hatch, 

Sarah  A.  Thwing, 

Harriet  A.  Greene  (Butts). 

Vv  in.  II.  Humphrey, 

E.  D.  Draper, 

Sarah  B,  Holbrook. 

David  Beal, 

Elina  A.  Comstock, 

Dr.  Emily  Gay, 

S.  W.  Bancroft, 

Hepsie  W.  Chapman 
R.  Wyman, 

Wm.  S.  Hey  wood, 

Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 

Clias.  Perry, 


I'lbpedale,  Mass. 
Princeton, 

Boston, 

Philadelphia. 

CommiUee. 

Cincinanti,  Ohio. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Boston,  “ 

Aew-Jersey. 
Gloucester,  Mass. 
Boston,  “ 

Med  lord,  “ 

AJewbury,  O. 

Valley  Falls,  R.  1. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Marlboro’,  “ 

PI'iiladelphia 
Princeton,  Mass. 
Malden,  “ 
Providence,  R.  T. 
Hofiedale,Mass. 
IS'ewhury,  O. 
Uopedale,  Mass., 


<£. 

t  < ..  I  £ 

<(.  u 

((.  t( 

Cambridge  “ 

Scituate,  “ 

IMt.  Pleasant.  Iowa. 
Westerly,  L.  1. 


Aid  many  others 
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Oil  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  March,  I860,  in  the  Meioni- 
•■on  Hall,  Boston,  at  10  o’clock,  the  Convention  was  called  to 
order  by  Adin  Ballou,  of  Hopedale,  and  temporarily  organized 
by  the  choice  of  L.  K.  Joslin,  of  Providence,  as  President,  and 
Dr.  A.  B.  Child  and  L.  S.  Richards,  of  Boston,  as  Secretaries. 

On  motion  a  committee  of  four  was  appointed  to  take  the 
names  of  those  who  desired  to  be  considered  members,  and  to 
receive  contributions.  The  following  were  appointed  such 
Committee:  E.  D.  Draper,  Hopedale,  A.  H.  Love,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Miss  Margaret  E.  Bennett,  Gloucester,  and  Miss  Laura 
Blivin,  Providence. 

On  motion  a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  nomi¬ 
nate  permanent  officers  of  the  Convention,  viz:  Wm.  S.  Hey- 
wood,  Dr.  G.  N.  Beckwith,  J.  P.  Blanchard,  II.  C.  "Wright.  Dr. 
A.  B.  Child,  Mrs.  Ellen  Drn-per  and  Mrs.  Ingraham. 

Thomas  Haskell  of  Gloucester  addressed  the  Convention  in 
an  earnest  and  encouraging  speech.  He  gave  his  experience 
in  the  peace  cause.  He  had  refused  to  perform  military  ser- 
vive  fifty  years  ago,  and  thought  he  was  the  oldest  in  the 
cause  and  was  anxious  to  give  his  dying  testimony  in  favor 
of  moral  power  over  deadly  force. 

The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  nomination  was 
adopted  : 

Adin  Ballou,  Hopedale,  Mass., 

E.  H.  Heywood,  Princeton,  Mass., 

Dr.  A.  B.  Child,  Boston,  “ 

E.  D.  Draper,  Hopedale,  ■“ 

Miss  M.  E.  Bennett,  Glouc’ster,  “ 

L  S.  Bichards,  Boston,  “ 

Alfred  H.  Love,  Philadelphia, 

Wm.  S.  Heywood,  Scituate,  Mass., 

II.  C.  Wright,  Boston,  “ 

E.  II.  Heywood,  Worcester.  “ 

L.  K.  Joslin,  Providence,  R.  I. 

E.  D.  Draper,  Hopedale,  Mass., 

Alfred  H.  Love,  Philadelphia. 

The  President,  Adin  Ballou,  in  taking  the  Chair,  briefly  ad¬ 
dressed  the  meeting  and  offered  an  impressive  prayer. 


>  Vice  Presidents. 


I 


Secretaries. 


-  Business  Com'ittee. 
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The  propriety  of  forming  a  Society  and  the  appointing  a 
Committee  on  Constitution  was  fully  considered,  which,  with 
an  address  by  Henry  C.  Wright,  concluded  the  morning  ses¬ 
sion. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  2  1-2  o’  clock  the  meeting  convened  and  was  favored 
with  appropriate  music  by  Joshua  Hutchinson. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Child  spoke  against  the  military  power  which  en¬ 
ters  so  largely  into  civil  government,  which,  with  the  selfish¬ 
ness  of  the  people  and  of  nations,  caused  war  and  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so,  until  such  were  changed. 

L.  K.  Josliti,  of  Providence,  explained  the  position  of  the' 
American  Peace  Society,  regretting  that  it  did  not  go  further 
As  it  took  no  stand  against  defensive  war,  he  felt  that  it  was 
not  thorough  enough  and  demanded  a  more  uncompromising 
stand  against  all  resorts  to  deadly  force. 

Dr.  Beckwith,  Secretary  of  the  American  Peace  Society, 
admitted  that  it  did  not  contemplate  so  radical  a  course,  and 
thought,  while  it  would  co-operate,  to  some  extent,  with  the 
present  movement,  and  would  gladly  encourage  it  forward,, 
there  could  be  no  union  of  the  two. 

The  subject  of  appointing  a  Committee  to  report  on  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Society  was  further  discussed  by  E.  H.  Hev- 
wood,  Mrs.  M.  E.  B.  Albertson,  Wm.  S.  Heywood,  Thomas 
Haskell,  Loriug  Moody  and  H.  C.  Wright,  when  on  motion 
the  following  Committee  was  appointed  : — Alfred  H.  Love,  E. 
H.  Heywood,  Wm.  S.  Heywood,  L.  K.  Joslin,  Anna  T.  Drupes 
and  Adin  Ballou. 

7 


EVENING  SESSION. 


'The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  7  1-2  o’clock.  J. 
Hutchinson  sang  :  “  Filling  the  spheres  with  silvery  strains  ot 
Peace.” 

Alfred  H.  Love,  of  Philadelphia,  being  invited  to  address 
the  Convention,  presented  certain  searching  interrogatories 
which  had  been  submitted  to  him  from  various  states,  viz  — 
Who  are  the  advocates  of  this  movement  ?  Where  were  they 
during  the  late  war  ?  What  is  advocated  ?  Why  advocate  it 
at  this  time  ?  What  is  the  plan  of  procedure?  He  answered 
by  arrogating  to  the  advocates  nothing  of  immaculate  wisdom 
or  unfailing  devotion,  but  simply  a  clear  conviction  that  all. 
wars  and  fightings  are  wrong,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  abolish¬ 
ed.  lie  presented  various  instances  of  true  and  loyal  men, 
some  of  whom  were  in  the  convention,  who  had  stood  firmly, 
even  under  draft,  because  of  conscientious  scruples,  declining 
to  conform  to  military  law  in  any  respect,  except  to  submit 
with  charity  to  such  penalties  as  might  be  imposed.  Pie  held 
that  allegiance  was  due  to  God  first  and  always,  and  that  no 
laws  of  State  or  Nation  can  interfere  with  the  highest  rights 
and  duties  of  conscience. 

He  answered  each  query  in  turn,  and  cited  several  interest¬ 
ing  and  remarkable  instances  of  non-resistance  in  North- Caro¬ 
lina,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States. 

John  Toohey  next  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  different 
kinds  of  combativeness.  He  was  in  favor  of  trusting  God  in 
all  things.  It  was  no  accident  that  we  have  war,  and  like 
many  other  consequences  we  condemn,  we  must  find  the  rem¬ 
edy  in  curing  the  cause. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  others  the  meeting  adjourned. 
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MORNING  SESSION— MARCH  15TH. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  10  o’clock,  and  Josh¬ 
ua  Hutchinson  again  contributed  some  soul-stirring  music. 

The  chairman  of  the  Business  Committee  read  interesting 
letters,  all  favoring  the  movement,  from  Rev.  Jehiel  Claflin,  of 
East  Westmoreland,  N.  IT,  Thomas  J.  Lewis,  Chicago,  Ill., 
George  Tiler,  Belchertown,  and  M.  Pinner,  of  New  York. 

R  \V  yman,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  spoke  briefly.  He  suggest¬ 
ed  that  if  officers  would  work  for  the  same  pay  they  receive 
at  home  they  would  tire  of  it.  That  officers  and  speculators 
prolong  wars.  He  urged  as  a  remedy  that  labor  at  home  be 
appreciated  and  properly  remunerated. 

Mr.  Steward,  of  Hopedale,  thought  war  would  never  be 
abolished  until  the  people  were  emancipated  from  ignorance 
and  poverty. 

Adin  Ballou,  of  Hopedale,  then  addressed  the  convention  at 
length,  taking  as  the  stand  point  that  we  are  bound  by  one 
moral  and  divine  law,  and  that  law  is  love  to  God  and  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself.  This  law  will  admit  of  no  hate  or  dead¬ 
ly  force,  and  while  he  held  that  it  a  man  has  a  cancer  he  must 
remove  it,  even  if  he  has  to  fight  it  out,  and  yet  that  involves 
no  warlike  means  against  the  man,  for  the  cancer  is  not  part 
of  the  true  and  perfect  man  ;  and  if  we  love  him  we  must 
cure  the  disease.  He  desired  to. eradicate  everything  that  is 
detrimental  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  man,  and  yet 
the  means  must  be  such  as  not  to  injure  or  kill  the  man  him¬ 
self.  He  would  not  kill  the  slaveholders  to  get  rid  of  slavery, 
because  we  are  not  rid  of  it  thereby.  He  would  not  burn  a 
barn  to  get  rid  of  the  rats.  He  is  an  aggressive  man  but  does 
not  hate  and  would  not  inflict  a  punishment  on  any  one  that 
he  would  not  suffer  himself.  He  argued  the  whole  subject, 
proving  his  deep  interest  and  conviction's. 

Henry  C.  Wright  then  spoke  upon  the  right  to  life ;  no  man 
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lie  held  has  a  right  to  take  it  under  any  circumstances.  Die’ 
rather  than  hill,  is  the  watchword  of  our  movement.  Govern¬ 
ments  of  deadly  force  are  the  great  obstacles  to  its  adoption. 
It  is  a  preposterous  assumption,  that  a  government  cannot  ex¬ 
ist  except  on  the  principle  that  man  may  kill  man  under  color 
of  law.  All  governments  assume  power  to  create  and  annul 
moral  obligations  and  to  use  deadly  force  in  carrying  out  their 
purposes.  Such  a  position  causes  the  desecration  and  degra¬ 
dation  of  the  whole  human  family.  The  true  government  is 
one  in  which  God  is  the  only  Sovereign,  the  only  Judge  and 
the  only  Executive. 


SECOND  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  3  o’clock  the  meeting  came  to  order,  and  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  organization  of  the  Society  reported  that 
considerable  interest  had  been  manifested  in  favor  of  the 
movement,  but  there  was  an  apprehension  that  if  we  present¬ 
ed  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  at  this  time,  we  would  fall  in¬ 
to  the  error  of  attempting  to  confine  the  true  spirit  of  liberali¬ 
ty  and  growth,  essential  to  the  Peace  cause — and  while  there 
was  so  much  attachment  and  conviction  to  the  right,  felt  will¬ 
ing  to  trust  “the  spirit  which  giveth  life,  rather  than  the  letter 
which  killeth  and  therefore  would  merely  recommend,  for 
the  present,  the  appointment,  in  addition  to  the  officers  already 
appointed  and  confirmed — a  Treasurer  and  Business  Commit¬ 
tee  of  an  indefinite  number,  to  have  charge  of  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention  in  pamphlet  form  ;  to 
arrange  for  the  next  meeting  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  the  16th  of 
May,  1866  ;  and  transact  such  other  business  as  may  devolve 
upon  it  from  time  to  time. 

It  was  stated  that  some  excellent  drafts  of  Constitutions 
had  been  submitted. 

After  the  adoption  of  this  report,  Joshua  P.  Blanchard,  of 
Boston,  was  appointed  Treasurer,  and  the  following  selected 
to  compose  the  Business  Committee  : 
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Ezra  H.  HeyWood,  of  Worcester ;  Joshua  P.  Blanchard,  Bos-' 
ton;  Lysander  S.  Richards,  Boston;  Alfred  H.  Love',  Phila¬ 
delphia;  Henry  C.  Wright,  Boston  ;  Wm,  S.  Heywood,  Scitu- 
ate  ;  A.  B.  Child  M.  D.,  Boston ;  Thomas  Haskell,  Glouc’ster ; 
Judge  A.  G.  W.  Carter,  Cincinnati;  Geo.  H.  Dow,  Medford; 
Lucretia  Mott,  Philadelphia ;  L.  K.  Joslin,  Providence;  B.  J. 
Butts  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Greene  (Butts),  Hopedale  ;  Elizabeth  B. 
Chase,  Valley  Falls;  Isaac  Mendenhall,  Hamorton,  Pa ;  Jos. 
A.  Dugdalej  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa;  Rev.  J.  G.  Fish,  N.  J.  ;  J 
Hacker,  Portland,  Me. ;  Charles  Perry,  Westerly,  R.  I. ;  H.  II. 
Brigham,  Abington,  Mass. ;  Mrs.  Laura  De  Force  Gordon  ; 
Miss  Laura  Blivin,  Providence ;  Prof.  Thomas  C.  Upham, 
Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me. ;  Mrs.  Mary  Davis,  Hope- 
dale ;  Hon.  Jos.  B.  Hall,  Portland,  Me.  ;  John  Laurens,  St. 
Lawrence,  Minn. ;  Mrs.  Eliza  Clark,  New  York ;  Fannie  Da¬ 
vis  Smith,  Milford  ;  Mrs.  M.  E.  B.  Albertson,  Boston  ;  Thom¬ 
as  Hunt,  Salem,  Jonathan  Buffum,  Lynn;  J.  Hutchinson,  Eu¬ 
gene  Hutchinson,  Milford,  N.  H. ;  Jacob  Edson,  and  A.  E. 
Giles,  Boston. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  several  series  of  Resolu¬ 
tions  which  had  been  presented  to  it,  all  earnestly  demanding 
a  thorough  Peace  movement.  They  were  read  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  and  the  following,  after  a  brief  discussion,  were  adop¬ 
ted  : — 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1.  Resolved,  That  all  human  beings  are  the  offspring  of  one 
infinite,  all-perfect  Father ;  that  they  all  belong  to  the  same 
general  family  ;  that,  as  individual  entities,  they  are  all  of  in¬ 
estimable  worth  ;  and  that,  though  distinguished  by  multiform 
differences,  they  are  all  essentially  co-equal  in  their  natural- 
rights. 

2.  Pcesolved,  That  all  human  beings  are  the  bounden  sub¬ 
jects  of  one  supreme  divine  moral  law,  which  requires  them 
severally  to  love  their  Heavenly  Father  with  all  their  powers, 
and  each  other  as  themselves;  and  that  this  love  worketh  no 
ill  to  its  objects. 


15 


the  reign  of  total  abstinence  from  all  resorts  to  Deadly  Force 
among  mankind,  between  individuals,  families,  states  and  na¬ 
tions,  can  consistently  take  part  in  forming  or  administering  such 
a  government. 

Resolved  That  man’s  allegiance  is  due,  first  and  last  and 
only  to  his  God  ;  to  Love  and  Justice,  and  never  to  Deadly 
Force — whether  used  by  Individuals,  or  by  Governments;  and 
all  constitutions,  creeds  and  codes,  requiring  allegiance  to  man, 
and  Deadly  Force,  are  null  and  void. 

Josiah  Warren,  of  Cliftondale,  spoke  on  the  subject  of  or^ 
ganizations,  hoping  there  would  not  be  too  close  or  illiberal  a 
compact.  He  felt  pleased  that  the  cause  of  peace  had  been 
so  fairly  considered  and  was  satisfied  with  the  course  pursued 
by  the  leaders  of  the  convention. 

Henry  C.  Wright  presented  his  views  of  a  Declaration  of 
Sentiment,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  7  1-2  o’clock 
in  the  evening. 


SECOND  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 

The  convention  assembled  promptly  at  the  time,  and  the 
Business  Committee  reported  that  a  Sub-committee  of  three 
had  been  appointed,  to  publish  in  pamphlet  form  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  convention,  and  that  all  communications  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Lysander  S.  Richards,  of  67 
Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

Rev.  Dr.  George  Beckwith,  Secretary  of  the  American 
Peace  Society,  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  aims  and  pur¬ 
poses  of  that  Society.  The  principal  aim  being  to  abolish  the 
custom  of  settling  disputes  between  nations  by  war.  The  late 
rebellion  is  considered,  by  the  Society,  as  an  internal  affair 
for  police  regulation,  and  not  war,  and  with  which  they  have 
nothing  to  do.  War  between  nations  coming  alone  within 
their  province.  They  recognize  the  validity  of  society  to  make 
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and  enforce  its  own  laws  through  civil  government,  even  if 
such  should  involve  the  use  of  the  sword  power.  He  dissent¬ 
ed  from  the  position  of  the  inviolability  of  human  life,  and 
concluded  by  generously  offering  to  the  new  movement  the  use 
of  any  works,  in  the  possession  of  the  American  reace  Socie¬ 
ty,  and  its  co-operation  as  far  as  possible,  wishing  it  entire  suc¬ 
cess. 

Henry  C.  Wright,  replied  to  some  of  the  positions  taken  by 
Dr.  Beckwith,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  convention,  fie 
pointed  out  the  error  and  inconsistency  of  the  advocates  of 
peace  giving  any  license  to  war,  whether  civil  or  international. 
He  exposed  the  want  of  true  Christianity  in  civil  governments 
recognizing  the  use  of  deadly  force,  and  concluded  with  an 
earnest  appeal  for  all  to  govern  themselves  before  attempting 
to  govern  others. 

The  balance  of  the  evening  was  consumed  in  explaining  the 
various  propositions  for  furthering  the  cause;  some  of  which- 
for  want  of  time,  were  not  fully  considered.  Those  taking  part 
were  Ezra  H.  Hey  wood,  A.  If.  Love,  Wm.  S.  Hey  wood  and 
E  D.  Draper. 

Samuel  May  Jr.,  explained  the  position  of  the  American 
Anti  Slavery  Society  in  referenoe  to  the  peace  cause  ;  and 
after  a  few  other  remarks  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet 
in  Providence,  B.  I.,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1866. 

Thus  adjourned  an  earnest  and  cordial  convocation  of  friends, 
fervently  devoted  to  pure  and  radical  peace  principles.  Old  and 
young  mingled  in  vindication  of  the  cause.  The  former  giving 
encouraging  examples  of  the  saving  power  of  non-resistance, 
and  the  latter  sharing  an  enthusiasm  that  will  lead  to  a  thor¬ 
ough  and  persistent  demand  for  the  abolition  of  war  and  the 
vindication  ot  those  things  which  make  for  peace — relying 
upon  the  teachings  and  support  of  the  Most  High. 
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Providence  meetings. 


MORNING  SESSION. 

At  10  o’clock,  oil  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  May,  1866,  the 
Convention  assembled  at  Normal  Hall,  city  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
in  conformity  with  the  adjournment  of  the  last  meeting. 
Friends  front  various  States  were  present,  and  it  was  early 
observable  that  they  had  assembled  with  a  determined  pur¬ 
pose. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Adin  Ballou,  Ezra  H. 
Heywood,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair.  He 
opened  the  meeting  with  a  few  appropriate  remarks,  stating 
that  lie  belieVed  the  purpose  of  the  occasion  was  to  meet  as  a 
Radical  peace  convention.  That  he  felt  a  desire  to  go  to  the 
root  of  the  great  subject,  and  then  proceed  in  a  practical  appli¬ 
cation  of  their  principles  to  human  Society.  The  question  of 
peace  had  been  heretofore  too  much  a  matter  of  mere  senti¬ 
ment  and  too  little  a  practical  movement.  We  should  propose 
a  definite  plan  and  provide  the  means  for  carrying  out  tbe 
truths  we  so  fervently  believe. 

He  desired  the  fullest  liberty  of  opinion  for  all  ;  feeling  that 
truth  could  easily  combat  evil  and  no  further  than  conviction 
satisfied  and  controlled,  should  we  attempt  to  force  or  control 
the  honest  opinions  of  any  who  might  enrol  themselve  with  us. 

The  Secretary,  L.  S.  Richards,  then  read  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting,  which  were  adopted. 

Various  letters  were  then  presented;  one  from  L.  K.  Jos- 
lin,  who  was  absent  on  account  of  sickness,  and  one  from  Adin 
Ballou,  were  read.  Mr.  Joslin  pledged  $100,  per  annum  for 
the  convention.  These  letters  elicited  appropriate  remarks 
from  several  members. 


Alfred  H.  Love  offered  a  few  congratulatory  words  and 
moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  fifteen  to  present 
a  form  of  organization  for  a  Universal  Peace  Society,  which 
after  speeches  from  several  members,  was  adopted. 

E.  H.  Heywood,  Dr.  C.  K.  Wheeler  and  H.  C.  Wright  dis¬ 
cussed  the  subject,  advocating  sufficient  scope  for  all  to  work 
for  the  cause.  Feeling  the  force  of  the  injunction  “  first  pure 
then  peaceable,”  they  wished  to  give  encouragement  to  those 
great  movements  that  purify  by  contributing  to  justice,  free¬ 
dom  and  truth  and  thus  to  a  condition  of  peace. 

William  Chace,  of  Providence,  quite  a  veteran  in  the  peace 
cause,  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  such  a  Society  forty 
years  ago.  lie  favored  concert  of  action,  though  he  appealed 
for  self-control,  that  each  one  should  be  at  peace  with  himself 
and  God. 

Henry  C.  Wright  declared  that  everything  in  the  religious 
world  is  made  holy  except  man.  He  thought  it  was  time  the 
world  saw  that  no  human  government  was  worth  the  killing 
of  a  single  person.  As  men  compose  governments  they  should 
be  converted.  War  will  never  do  it  !  It  were  wickedness 
and  folly  to  buy  a  hat  for  your  head  and  knock  out  your  brains 
to  save  the  hat.  The  question,  for  200  years  as  to  the  right 
of  cutting  off  a  man’s  fingers,  ears  or  toes  for  an  offence,  has 
been  discussed  and  settled  as  an  inhuman  practice  ;  but  to 
blow  the  whole  body  into  atoms  on  the  battle  field,  is  to-day 
pronounced  justifiable.  The  same  authority  that  gives  the 
power  to  kill  gives  the  power  to  enslave.  We  must  make  no 
compromise  !  We  must  see  that  no  reforms  are  complete,  so 
long  as  the  right  to  take  human  life  is  admitted.  We  must 
see  to  it  that  our  motto  be  :  “  Die — rather  than  kill.” 

B.  J.  Butts  and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Townsend  added  encouraging 
remarks  and  the  following  committee  was  appointed.  Alfred 
IP  Love,  H.  C.  Wright,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Chase,  Dr.  A.  B.  Child, 
Miss  Laura  Blivin,  B.  I.  Butts,  Dr.  C.  K.  Wheeler,  L.  S.  Rich¬ 
ards,  Wm.  G.  R.  Morey,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Townsend,  E.  H.  Hey¬ 
wood,  Susan  Sisson,  Mrs.  Wm.  Chace  and  Mrs.  I.  Searls,  af- 
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ter  which  the  convention  adjourned  till  afternoon.  This  com¬ 
mittee  then  met  and  compared  views  and  received  various 
suggestions  for  a  preamble  and  constitution.  These  were 
in  turn  referred  to  a  committee  of  three — Alfred  H.  Love,  E. 
H.  Heywood  and  Elizabeth  B.  Chase,  to  mould  together  and 
present  at  the  next  session. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  3  o’clock  the  Convention  re-assembled  and  Wm.  G.  R. 
Morey  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Henry  C.  Wright  read  a  declaration  of  sentiments  which 
he  recommended  for  individual  guidance. 

Joseph  Jewitt,  of  Providence,  was  earnest  in  upholding  love 
to  God  as  sacred.  He  favored  the  peace  movement  and  want¬ 
ed  the  fullest  reliance  upon  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Townsend,  of  Vermont,  read  Lowell’s  beautiful 
poem  entitled  “  The  Reformer’s  Work,”  and  followed  with 
some  excellent  remarks  on  the  cause  of  peace.  In  the  spirit 
of  the  poem  she  said  new  times  demand  new  measures  and 
new  men. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  to  make  collections 
and  report  at  the  close  of  the  meeting — Laura  Blivin,  Mr. 
Searls  and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Townsend. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  permanent  organization 
presented  a  report  consisting  of  a  draft  of  preamble  and  con¬ 
stitution  for  a  Society  to  be  called  The  Universal  Peace,  Society. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  constitution  and  pream¬ 
ble  acted  upon  article  by  article,  which,  after  a  careful  and  se¬ 
rious  discussion,  was  adopted  as  follows  : — 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  are  natural,  in¬ 
alienable  rights,  subject  to  no  human  governments,  hut  superior  to 
all ;  and  whereas  whatever  is  abstractly  wrong  can  never  be  practi¬ 
cally  right  or  be  innocently  encouraged,  neither  can  persons  perform 
collectively  what  is  unlawful  for  individuals,  nor  serve  self  and  coun- 
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try  to  the  injury  of  mankind,  and  whereas  Peace  is  self-control,  and 
the  abnegation  of  carnal  weapons  and  the  recognition  of  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  love,  justice,  charity  and  purity  make  for  peace,  communi¬ 
ties  and  States  permanently  unite  by  attraction  and  consent,  never 
through  coercive  violence,  and  the  sword  is  not  an  essential  element 
of  our  social  system,  but  like  duelling  and  slavery,  a  relic  of  barba¬ 
rous  times  and  owes  its  prevalence  to  popular  delusion  ;  and  whereas 
wise  advocates  of  truth,  believing  in  God,  believe  also  in  man,  over¬ 
come  evil  with  good,  choose  to  die  rather  than  kill ;  and  whereas  war 
destroys  life,  invades  liberty,  subverts  good  morals  and  the  spirit  and 
teachings  ot  Jesus  Christ,  retards  and  defeats,  rather  than  insures 
progress  and  the  common  welfare,  and  is  a  standing  reproach  to  hu¬ 
man  nature,  therefore  we,  the  undersigned,  in  order  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  advantages  of  associate  effort,  unite  in  forming  a  soeiety  to 
promote  these  truths,  and  adopt  for  our  guidance  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article  I.  This  Association  shall  be  known  as  the  Universal 
Peace  Society. 

Art.  11.  Its  objects  shall  be  to  remove  the  causes  and  abolish 
the  customs  of  war.  To  discountenance  all  resorts  to  deadly  force 
between  individuals,  states  or  nations,  never  acquiescing  in  present 
wrongs.  By  taking  away  the  sword,  give  potency  to  the  tongue  and 
pen,  and  encourage  moral  efforts  for  the  removal  of  these  wrongs  and 
evils,  compromise  with  which  renders  peace  impossible  and  undesira¬ 
ble.  It  will  employ  popular  conventions,  lectures,  tracts,  petitions, 
the  pulpit,  the  press,  and  a  Congress  of  Nations.  It  will  abstain  from 
all  political  complications  with  governments  of  force,  and  use  all  ef¬ 
fectual  means  of  reason  and  moral  appeal  to  convince  the  people  that 
war  is  a  sin  against  God  and  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  its  immediate  abandonment  is  alike  a  religious  duty,  the 
wisest  expediency  and  an  imperative  necessity. 

Art.  III.  All  persons,  irrespective  of  sex,  race,  condition  or 
nationality,  who  subscribe  to  its  principles  and  contribute  to  its  funds 
shall  be  regarded  as  members  of  this  association  and  entitled  to  a 
voice  and  vote  in  its  meetings.  And  that  no  one  shall  be  compro- 
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mised  by  any  vote  of  the  majority.  Such  minority  may  be  recorded 
whenever  requested. 

Art.  IV.  Its  officers  shall  be  fleeted  annually  and  consist  of  a 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding 
Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  Auditor,  who  shall  perform  the  customa¬ 
ry  duties  of  their  respective  offices  ;  and  of  an  Executive  Committee 
of  not  less  than  fb\e  or  over  twelve  members. 

Art.  V.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  enact 
their  own  by-laws,  fill  any  vacancy  in  their  body,  or  in  the  offices  of 
Secretary  andjTreasurer,  employ  agents  and  publishers,  direct  the 
Treasurer  in  the  applications  of  all  moneys,  and  call  special  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Society.  They  shall  arrange  for  general  conventions  of 
the  Society  and  make  an  annual  report  of  their  doings,  of  the  expend¬ 
itures  and  funds  of  the  Society,  and  adopt  the  most  energetic  meas¬ 
ures  in  their  power  to  advance  its  objects. 

Art.  VI.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  direct,  when 
the  account  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  the  annual  report 
read,  appropriate  addresses  delivered,  and  such  other  business  trans¬ 
acted  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Art.  VII.  All  Associations  having  the  same  principles  and  pur¬ 
poses,  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Society,  and  their  members  shall 
be  entitled  to  equitable  representation  in  its  meetings.  The  public 
conventions  of  this  Society  shall  allow  freedom  of  criticism  and  dis¬ 
sent,  and  respect  diversities  of  opinion  as  tending  to  the  development 
and  establishing  of  truth. 

Art.  VIII.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular 
meeting  of  the  Society  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres¬ 
ent,  provided  the  changes  have  been  previously  submitted  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  in  regular  session  or  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  the  following  committee  was  appointed  to  nomi- 
inate  officers  of  the  Society  : — Lysander  S.  Richards,  Laura 
Blivin,  H.  C.  Wright,  E.  H.  Ileywood,  B.  J.  Butts. 


EVENING  SESSION. 


Al  8  o’clock,  E.  H.  Hey  wood  ^called  the  meeting  to  order, 
and  the  Secretary  read  an  encouraging  letter  from  J.  P.  Blanch¬ 
ard,  of  Boston.  The  committee  on  nomination  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  which  was  unanimously  adopted: — 


President , 

Vice- Presidents, 
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Go;-.  Secretary, 
Recording  Seed/, 


Alfred  II.  Love,  of 
L.  K.  Joslin, 

A.  B.  Child,  M.  D.,  “ 
E.  H.  Ileywood,  “ 
Win.  Chace,  “ 
Lucretia  Mott,  “ 
Jeremiah  Hacker,  “ 
E.  A.  Webb, 


Philadelphia. 
Providence,  II.  I. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Worcester,  “ 
Providence,  R  I. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Portland,  Me. 
New-llampshire. 


Judge  A.  W.  G.  Carter,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Jos.  A.  Dugdale,  Mt.  Pleasant,  la. 


Lysander  S.  Richards,  Boston,  Mass. 
Miss  Laura  Blivin,  Providence,  R.  I. 


Treasurer ,  Joshua  P.  Blanchard,  Boston. 


Executive  Committee , —  Alfred  II.  Love,  of  Philadelphia;  Mrs.. 
Elizabeth  B.  Chase,  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.  ;  Henry  C.  Wright, 
Boston  ;  Lysander  S.  Pochards,  Boston ;  B.  J.  Butts,  Hope- 
dale,  Mass.  ;  Hr.  Chas.  K.  Wheeler,  Boston  ;  Ezra  II.  Hey- 
wood,  Worcester;  Mrs.  M.  S.  Townsend,  Vermont,  L  K.  Jos¬ 
lin,  Providence,  R.  I.;  J.  P.  Blanchard,  Boston,  Mass. 


The  President,  on  taking  the  chair,  thanked  the  Society  for 
the  trust  confided  in  him.  It  was  unexpected,  and  he  thought 
undeserved,  though  he  had  been  a  friend  of  peace  from  boy¬ 
hood,  loved  its  principles  and  believed  in  their  application  to 
every  act  in  life.  In  taking  up  the  morning  papers,  he  observ¬ 
ed,  to  his  sorrow,  the  passage  of  the  Militia  Bill  in  the  State 
(Rhode  Island)  Legislature,  compelling  every  male  citizen  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  18  and  45  to  be  enrolled  and  perform  mili¬ 
tary  duty.  It  was  full  time,  he  thought,  that  a  society  should 
be  formed  to  awaken  a  new  interest  in  the  cause  of  peace, 
lie  enjoined  all  to  work  on  faithfully  ;  to  control  self  first,  and 


then  by  precept  and  example  seek  to  convert  others  rather  than 
force  conviction  by  warlike  means. 

Henry  C.  Wright  and  others  followed  with  earnest  encour¬ 
agement,  promising  to  do  the  work  thoroughly,  and  to  forward 
the  cause  with  their  whole  soul  and  strength. 

*It  was  certainly  a  cheering  sign  of  the  times  to  find  so 
many  willing  to  make  any  sacrifices  for  the  benefit_of  mankind 
and  the  true  glory  of  God. 

On  motion,  the. Executive  committee  was  instructed’to  is¬ 
sue  an  address  to  the  people  and  circulate  it  throughout  the 
world,  calling  attention  to  the  movement.  To  thepjudgment 
of  the  same  committee  was  entrusted  all  other  publications, 
including  the  proceedings  of  the  Boston  and  the  present  con¬ 
ventions. 

On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  the  second 
Wednseday  in  October,  the  10th  of  the  month,  1866. 

*The  discussions  throughout  were  intelligent  and  fervent,  taking  a  wide 
range,  and  revealing  a  general  desire  to  avoid  the  mistakes  which  have 
made  enterprises  of  this  kind  comparative  failures  in  this  country,  and  to 
secure,  henceforth,  that  imperative  assertion  of  peace  principles  which 
their  truth  and  importance  demand.  Every  one  listened  reverently  to 
the  wisest  experiences  of  the  past  and  the  best  intuitions  and  revelations 
of  the  present. 


Kim  VTA.— At  the  conclusion  of  the  poem  on  the  cover,  entitled  "  The 
Present  and  the  Future,”  omit  the  signature,  “  Lowell, ”  which  was  inserted 
by  rnmtdke.  Several  other  typographical  and  unimportrnt  errors  will  be 
t-eadily  corrected  by  the  intelligent  reader  .—Printer. 
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re  a  threadbare  coat, 

Or  shawl  with  faded  ray, 

Covers  an  honest,  saintly  heart, 

But  sadly  led  astray  ? 

Such  is  the  fashion  of  the  world, 

And  must  it  ever  be  ? 

Will  man  e’er  merge  from  barb’rous  night, 
And  in  the  light  be  free  P 


Ah,  yes  !  the  truth  will  yet  prevail, 
And  man  will  yet  arise, 

And  own  his  kindred  to  the  good, 
The  just,  the  pure,  the  wise  ; — 


Then  sword  to  ploughshare  will  be  changed 
And  spear  to  pruning  hook; 

And  nations  cease  to  lift  up  swords, 

As  written  in  the  Book  ; 


And  Peace  and  Love  will  reign  o’er  earth, 
As  waters  o’er  the  sea  ; 

And  earth  will  ring  from  end  to  end 
With  songs  of  jubilee  ! 


-Lowell. 


FOR  PEACE. 


Oh,  why  should  nations  lifted  up 
By  Christian  privilege,  prepare 
For  sister  realms  the  bitter  cup 
Whose  dregs  are  sorrow  and  despair  ! 
At  emtpy  honor’s  larurn  tvake 
Force  that  for  Right  could  never  fail, 
For  fancied  insults,  vengeance  take, 


And  duel  on  a  larger  scale  ! 


Just  God!  this  is  not  in  thy  plan  ; 

The  monstrous  dogma’s  not  from  Thee, 

That  what  is  wrong  from  man  to  man, 

In  governments  may  venial  be. 

Thou  ever  dost  transgression  hate 
In  highest,  as  in  humblest  place, — 

Nor  will  its  penalty  abate 
From  parliament  or  populace. 

1  loathe  it  all !  and  when  I  see 
Gay,  gladsome  warriors  trooping  by, 

With  gloaming  steel,  and  bravery 
Of  trump  and  drum,  I  can  but  sigh 
That  men,  like  children,  ever  seem 
Still  pleased  and  flattered  with  a  straw, 

And  for  Fame’s  splendid,  empty  dream, 

Will  court  the  crimes  and  curse  of  War ! 

IF.  B.  Tappan. 


1'  H  E  CHARACTER  OF  WAR. 


“  War  generates  more  profligates  than  it  destroys.  War  renders  me. 
callous  to  the  feelings  and  principles  of  humanity.” 

The  worse  the  man  the  better  the  soldier.  — Bonaparte. 

“  Men  who  have  nice  notions  about  religion  have  no  business  to  be  sole 
iers.  — Lord  Wellington. 

It  is  time  for  mad  heroism  to  be  at  an  end.  — George  Washington. 

To  insist  that  war  is  necessary  is  to  imply  there  is  no  God. 

—  Samvel  J.  May. 

“  War  makes  man  a  demon  and  turns  earth  into  hell.” 

“  You  murder  one — the  gallows  is  your  fate; 

You- murder  many — and  you  serve  the  State; 

A  robber,  if  some  small’misdeeds  you  do  ; 

Commit  gigantic  crimes — a  hero  you  ! 

Tell  me,  ye  moralists  of  exalted  station, 

Where,  where  begins  the  splendid  transformation?” 

Nature  is  hard  to  be  overcome,  but  she  must  be  overcome.  Whti 
avails  it  that  you  are  a  Christian  if  you  are  not  purer  than  the  heatlw 
— if  you  deny  yourself  no  more — if  you  are  not  more  religious  ? 

—  Thorenv. 

When  Truth,  Right  and  Justice  have  conquered  a  Peace, 

Revenge,  Hate  and  Malice  forever  will  cease  ; 

Oppression,  Injustice  and  Cruelty  fall, 

And  the  welfare  of  Each  is  the  interest  of  All : 

Contention,  Strife  and  Bloodshed  cease, 

The  reign  of  Righteousness  and  Peace. 

— John  West. 

“  No  cause,  however  righteous,  no  life  however  valuable  may  wisely, 
safely,  effectually  be  maintained  or  defended  by  violence,  by  bloodshed,  by 
doing  harm  to  the  erring  inoffensive  party.” 
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